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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 , 3, and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rubinstenn et al. (2003/0063794, referred to as "Ru" herein) in view of Bazin 
(7006657, referred to as "Ba" herein). 

Regarding claim 1 , Ru discloses a facial image processing system for conducting 
an image process onto a photographed facial image, comprising (see the abstract and 
figure 1b, which discloses altering a face): 

a changing means which is at least one of a facial expression changing means to 
change an expression of a photographed facial image; a skin color tone changing 
means to change the color tone of facial skin of the photographed facial image; an 
illumination changing means to artificially change a lighting condition of the 
photographed facial image; and a photo angle changing means to artificially change the 
photo angle of the photographed facial image; an image processing means to conduct 
image processing on the photographed facial image (see paragraphs 58-64 which 
discloses altering the skin tone); 



Application/Control Number: 10/588,942 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2624 

an image display means to display photographed facial image and the changed 
facial images (see figure 4a, item s170, which disclose displaying the image. Figure 5 
also discloses this feature.); 

and an operation means to select the changing means and the changed facial 
image (see figure 7 and paragraph 55 which allows for user interaction); 

Ru does not explicitly disclose displayed in order of degree of change. 

Ba discloses that the changes can be displayed on the image display means in 
an-orderfrom a small changed facial image to a large changed facial image (see figure 
4 and column 1 1 lines 40-60). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include in Ru the ordered display as taught by Ba. The reason for the 
combination is because it allows the user to quickly make a choice from the samples by 
examining his or her options in a distinguishable and easy to scan order. Further, both 
inventions are from the same field of endeavor of facial image processing. 

Regarding claim 3, Ru discloses a transparent touching operation means which 
is adhered onto an image display surface of the image display means; and a facial 
image shifting means to shift any changed facial image among the plural changed facial 
images displayed by the image display means, via an indicating operation through the 
transparent touching operation means, so as to be adjacent to the other changed facial 
images (see figure 7 and paragraphs 154 of Ru, which discloses a touch screen display 
that gives the user options to select) . 
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Regarding claims 5-7, Ba discloses selecting a prescribed facial image in column 
13 lines 37-50. Ba also discloses printing, storing, and transmitting the information in 
column 1 1 lines 25-35 which discloses a printer, modem, and floppy disks. 

2. Claims 2, 4, and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rubinstenn et al. (2003/0063794, referred to as "Ru" herein) in view of Bazin 
(7006657, referred to as "Ba" herein) and in further view of Marschner et al. (7098920, 
referred to as "Ma" herein). 

Regarding claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 discloses all aspects of claim 2 except 
for selecting two changing means. 

Note that Ba discloses having both horizontal and vertical display in figures 4 and 

6. 

In addition to the skin tone changing in the rejection of claim 1 , Ma discloses 
facial expression altering figure 4 and column 7 lines 28-63). 

It would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to include in Ru and Ba the facial expression changing as taught by Ma. The 
reason for the combination is because it allows a user to change the expressions of a 
person in a photograph in a realistic manner. 

Regarding claim 4, Ru discloses a transparent touching operation means which 
is adhered onto an image display surface of the image display means; and a facial 
image shifting means to shift any changed facial image among the plural changed facial 
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images displayed by the image display means, via an indicating operation through the 
transparent touching operation means, so as to be adjacent to the other changed facial 
images (see figure 7 and paragraphs 154 of Ru, which discloses a touch screen display 
that gives the user options to select) . 

Regarding claims 8-11, Ba discloses selecting a prescribed facial image in 
column 13 lines 37-50. Ba also discloses printing, storing, and transmitting the 
information in column 1 1 lines 25-35 which discloses a printer, modem, monitor, and 
floppy disks. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mancuso et al. (6256414) and Patton et al. (6396599) both 
disclose changing features in a photographic image. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HADI AKHAVANNIK whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8622. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bhavesh Mehta can be reached on 571-272-7453. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Bhavesh M Mehta/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2624 
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